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Project Description

This project is designed to help teachers more easily integrate the use of primary source
materials into their classrooms. It consists of teaching units on Alabama history
organized in ten chronological/subject areas:

Creek War, 1813-1814
Settlement
Slavery
Civil War
Reconstruction
1901 Constitution
World War I
Depression/New Deal
World War II
Civil Rights Movement

While these units cover some of the most critical and significant periods in Alabama
history, the selected lessons are meant to be representative rather than comprehensive.
These units were designed to augment the study of Alabama, yet they are useful in the
study of the United States, the world, and the social studies in general. The documents
can also be used to supplement the study of other curriculums.

Each unit contains background information for the teacher and is made up of several
lessons. The lessons contain learning objectives, suggested activities, and documents.
Documents are reproduced in the original form and transcribed when necessary. Primary
source materials may be printed and reproduced for classroom use. Lessons can be used
without modification, adapted for specific class use, or entire new lessons and activities
may be created based on the primary source materials provided.

Purpose of the Project

The 1992 Alabama Social Studies Course of Studies emphasized the use of primary
source documents to "enrich the social studies program and enable students to visualize
and empathize with people of other times and places." These documents help students
vividly understand the feelings and actions of Jeremiah Austill at the Canoe Fight of
1813, of riders on the first integrated buses in Montgomery at the conclusion of the
famous bus boycott, of women nursing wounded Civil War soldiers, and of destitute
Alabama families during the Depression. These documents enrich the study of Alabama
history and the study of all civilizations.



The Alabama Department of Archives and History is the official repository for Alabama
government documents and holds many of the most important books, documents, visual
materials and artifacts that document the history of Alabama and the South. The purpose
of this project is to bring those materials to students, and to organize them in such a way
that teachers can easily utilize them in the classroom.
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Using Primary Sources in the Classroom:
The Great Depression Unit

Introduction to the Great Depression Unit

After World War I, America and Alabama experienced an economic boom. Large
segments of the Alabama economy enjoyed the same boom, the war needs of the country
having stimulated manufacturing in the state. A relatively diversified industrial sector
featuring textile mills, coal mines, iron and steel furnaces, and timber saw mills produced
treasured resources for the needs of World War I and after. As Alabama's population
grew in the 1920s, business and industry increasingly were attracted to the state where
labor was abundant and cheap. The resulting boom was concentrated in urban areas but
much of Alabama shared in the immediate post-war prosperity. Although the Great Crash
of the stock market in November 1929 was the accepted chronological starting point of
the Great Depression, the economy of the United States had begun its downward slide
earlier. In Alabama, agriculture had been "depressed" for the entire decade, directly
effecting 78% of the population that lived in rural areas in 1920. Significant segments of
the industrial economy had begun to decline in output and income as early as 1926. Thus,
when the Great Depression hit, poorer Alabamians hardly registered the difference. State
government, long accustomed to extending only the barest minimum in social services to
its citizens, was quickly overwhelmed by the need to provide relief once the crash came
in 1929.

The federal government initially did little, either. But after the inauguration of President
Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1933, a host of innovative relief and reform efforts were
undertaken under the umbrella known as the "New Deal." The New Deal programs were
designed to "give a hand up, not a hand out" and administered, for the most part, by
conservative business and political leaders here in Alabama. Having long struggled with
the effects of illiteracy, sickness, and poverty, Alabama's problems were too ingrained to
respond quickly to the modest help offered by the New Deal. Demands for greater state
assistance to the needy continued for much of the decade, as did demands for a more
fundamental restructuring of the economic system.

The economic disasters of the 1930s spelled the beginning of the end for farm tenancy
which had for so long characterized the agricultural economy. They also introduced a
new radicalism among workers who increasingly looked to labor unions and the weapon
of the "strike" to defend and improve their positions in the industrial economy.
Ultimately, the advent of World War II and its need for war-related production brought
lasting relief from the Great Depression.
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Lesson 1: "...we are in need."

1. Background information for teachers:

Before the inauguration of President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1933, there were no social
programs established on a national level to assist those families who were hungry and
homeless. Outgoing-President Herbert Hoover had continued to hope that the economy
would climb out of the Depression without significant government interference. Those
who were suffering had to depend upon the traditional resources of their families and
communities. Churches across the nation, along with private charitable institutions like
the Red Cross, gave out food and opened soup kitchens. However, the resources of these
concerned private groups were limited in the face of the magnitude of the deprivation.

As the following documents illustrate, some families approached state officials for
assistance during these desperate times. Even after New Deal programs began to pass aid
down to the states beginning in 1933, the assistance often was not enough to relieve the
continuing want.

2. Learning Objectives:

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to:

1. Identify some of the needs of the poor during the Great Depression.

2. Compare Great Depression social programs with those established during
President Lyndon Baines Johnson's "Great Society" and contrast those
programs with the issues raised by the current "welfare reform"
movement.

3. Develop negotiation skills while prioritizing needs.

4. Discuss government role in addressing the needs of the poor.

5. Analyze the economic ability of government to respond to requests for aid.

6. Synthesize a governmental response to requests for aid from the poor.

3. Suggested Activities:

1. Make copies of the documents for each student.
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2. Ask each student to read the documents and to describe the differences in
the documents.

3. With the students' assistance make a class list of the difficulties that Mr.
Gaines is experiencing.

After making the list, allow the students to rank the problems by level of
importance or need.

4. Ask the following questions for a class discussion:

a. Why did Mr.Gaines write his letter to Mr. Peach?
b. What kind of help was Mr. Peach able to offer Mr. Gaines?
c. If you had been the Governor, which of Mr. Gaines's problems

would you have tried to solve?
d. Could the state afford to solve the same problem for every citizen

who requested help?

Look at your class list of Mr. Gaines's difficulties. Place a mark
by each problem that you know can be helped today by federal or
state agencies. (For example: Textbooks are provided by public
schools. Medicare and Medicaid started during Johnson's "Great
Society" have been created to offer some assistance to those who
are disabled and ill. Agricultural agencies often offer assistance
to farmers during non-productive years.)

f. What kind of public assistance was available to the people of
Alabama by the time of Mrs. Allen's letter in December of 1933?

g. What kind of public assistance was available to the people of
Alabama by the time of Mr. Martin's letter in April of 1934?

h. What is the Welfare Reform Movement of 1996? What are some
of the concerns that the American public has about the welfare
programs? What is the difference between the social programs
from earlier time periods and the social programs of today? Do you
believe that the American public is less concerned about those who
receive social assistance today? Why or why not?

5. Answer one of these letters by suggesting places or agencies that are able
to help Mr. Gaines, Mrs. Allen or Mr. Martin in your time period.

Documents:

Document 1: Letter: D. E. Gaines and reply, August 1932, Gov. B.M. Miller,
Administrative. Files SG19919, folder 7, Alabama Department of Archives and



History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/depl/docl.html

Document 2: Letter: Mrs. A. J. Allen and reply, November - December, 1932,
Gov. B.M. Miller, Administrative files SG19919, folder 7, Alabama Department
of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/depl/doc2.html

Document 3: Letter: Jerry Martin and reply, April 1934, Gov. B.M. Miller,
Administrative files SG19919, folder 7, Alabama Department of Archives and
History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/depl/doc3.html



Document 1: Letter: D. E. Gaines and reply, August 1932, Gov. B.M. Miller,
Administrative. Files SG19919, folder 7, Alabama Department of Archives and
History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 1.
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Document 1: Letter: D. E. Gaines and reply, August 1932, Gov. B.M. Miller,
Administrative. Files SG19919, folder 7, Alabama Department of Archives and
History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 2.
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Document 1: Letter: D. E. Gaines and reply, August 1932, Gov. B.M. Miller,
Administrative. Files SG19919, folder 7, Alabama Department of Archives and
History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 3.
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Transcription of Document 1

Letter: D. E. Gaines, Evergreen, Alabama

R. 1. Evergreen Ala.,
Aug. 27. 1932.

Mr. John H. Peach.
Montgomery Ala

Dear Sir:
As I have been a public worker for 27 yr was employed by the

Alger Sulivan Lbr. Co. Century, Fla, for 15 yr and 8 mo. Was cut off
Feb. 10, 1932 and have had every sense. I have had a
family heavy Dr. bills and drug bills also nurse bills.
and to-day we are in need.

-2-

I bought a small farm on install-ment plans. And the heavy rain and
boll weevil have ruined the cotton crop and at the main
time I had let the farm out. Expecting to hold my position
and there is fertetizer notes on crop to the seed loan. and
papers on the place to the Federal Land bank. of New Orleans
La., and this crop will nothing like pay this indebtness.

-3-

We are not able to send our children to school. and we
havent got a dime to buy any thing. Cant clothe our children or buy
there books. If there is any way we can get help through any
source or employment would surely be appreciated-

Yours truly
D. E. Gaines

our oldest child is a cripple 11 yr. old. We have to carry him
to school.



Document 2: Letter: Mrs. A. J. Allen and reply, November - December, 1932, Gov.
B.M. Miller, Administrative files SG19919, folder 7, Alabama Department of
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 1.
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Document 2- Letter: Mrs. A. J. Allen and reply, November - December, 1932, Gov.
B.M. Miller, Administrative files SG19919, folder 7, Alabama Department of Archives
and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 2.
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Transcription of Document 3

Fulton, Ala.
April 3, 1934

Govner J. B. Miller

I am writening you to let you know I am and old man about
90 or over and I needs help I have Been turn Down every
place I Been to and have Been advised to notify you of It
and I would Be Glad for you to see that these peoples do
help me

Jerry Martin
Fulton

Ala



Lesson 2: ". . . a delegation of citizens"

1. Background information for teachers:

Depression-era Governor Benjamin Meek Miller proposed a tax package to the 1932
Alabama legislature as a means of boosting the state's income to fight the economic
disaster. Conservative business leaders defeated the proposals in that year, plunging state
finances into chaos. In January of 1933, Miller called the legislature back into special
session and, in the aftermath of widespread school closings, it grudgingly passed a new
tax program (including the state's first income tax).

While the state's politicians haggled over whether new taxes were needed and in what
form, destitute groups of Alabamians cried for immediate relief. Some of these groups
requested not only immediate economic relief, but fundamental changes in the
government's role in the welfare of its disadvantaged citizens.

2. Learning Objectives:

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to:

1. Identify and discuss the multiple sides of the issue of governmental
responsibilities.

2. Analyze the economic ability of the government to respond to requests for
aid.

3. Synthesize a governmental response to requests for aid from the
disadvantaged.

4. Identify and define the poll tax.

5. Define socialism and capitalism.

3. Suggested Lesson:

1. Define socialism and capitalism.

2. Give a copy of the document from the Unemployed Councils of Alabama
to each student.

3. Read the measures suggested by the Unemployed Councils of Alabama for
dealing with the rising numbers of families in need during the Great
Depression.

4. Divide the class into groups of four.
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5. The groups each represent an advisor to the Governor. Each group should
select a spokesperson to present their views. They should approach this
letter from several positions. Some suggested committees are:

a. The finance committee- responsible for "paying the bills" of the
government as well as making recommendations about raising
capital for the state.

b. The utilities committee- responsible for providing utilities to the
citizens of the state but they must also continue to operate their
businesses so that their employees can be paid and their
stockholders can make a return on their investments.

c. The education committee- responsible for providing schools and
teachers for the state.

d. The human resources committee- responsible for providing
assistance to children.

e. The business and commerce committee- responsible for bringing
businesses into Alabama and urging the city and state governments
to provide these new businesses with tax cuts and other incentives
to move to Alabama.

f. The public relations committee- responsible for insuring that the
voters of Alabama are informed about the work and concerns of
the Governor. This group may also discuss racial concerns.

6. Have the students decide what type of government would exist if the
recommendations of the Unemployed Councils of Alabama were accepted
as written.

7. After the groups present their ideas and concerns, each student will write a
letter of reply to the Unemployed Councils of Alabama as if he/she is the
governor.

Documents:

Document 1: Unemployed Councils of Alabama Letter: James Burke, author,
Governor B.M. Miller, Administrative files, SG19952, folder 21, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at
http ://www. archives. state. al. us/teacher/dep/dep2/docl .html
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Lesson 3: A Helping Hand

1. Background information for teachers:

Governor Benjamin M. Miller was elected in 1930 pledging to restore economy in state
government. Renowned for his personal frugality and conservatism (he had only two cars
in his inaugural "parade"), his belief in the limited role of government in the lives of its
citizens was tested by the hard economic circumstances of the Great Depression.

Most Alabamians at the outset of his term in 1931 doubtlessly shared his views. But by
that time community and business leaders were becoming increasingly aware that the
economic problems were not going to go away without some form of government
leadership. As the winter of 1931-32 approached, concern was mounting over the
continuing availability of food in the season when home gardens would not be producing.
Spokesmen for rural, small-town Alabama were among those who sought to convince
state government to take action to slow the continuing economic slide.

2. Learning Objectives:

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to:

1. Compare and contrast living standards of the Great Depression era with
those of today.

2. Define the role of a civic organization in a community.

3. Discuss the importance of seasonal work upon the economic status of a
community.

3. Suggested Lesson:

1. Make copies of the Elba Lions Club telegram.

2. Provide the students with a copy of the telegram.

3. Ask students the following questions:

a. What is a civic group? What kinds of services do these groups
perform for cities?

b. What kinds of occupations do you think the men of the Elba Lions
Club had?
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c. Why do you believe these men were concerned about the
unemployed particularly in the winter months? How would winter
unemployment affect the economic balance of the towns and cities
of Alabama? What are some of the possibilities for employment in
other times of the year?

Documents:

Document 1: Western Union Telegram: Elba Lions Club, Governor B.M. Miller,
Administrative files, SG19952, folder 20, Alabama Department of Archives and
History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at
http ://www. archives. state. al. us/teacher/dep/dep3/do cl .html

19 26
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. ..

1016.EP b. atm. 1.1

r 6285 66.6L=EL13A .ALA ',"lti 47A

'GOO 13'M 11-1,1.t,:.EIR,=('

H'..MON1.00MERY ALA.'

THE ,E,LRA LIONS .CLUS IIAS PASSED RESOLUT ION ASKING THAT YOU AS

GOiTERNOR .f$SIJE A PROCLAMATION TO ALL 1 ND 0 !DUALS' PARTNRS141PS:';

COPPORAT IONS AND VAIN-fClRAL I T ES OF ALABAMA REQUESTING THAT NO

EMPLOYEE SE DISMISSED FROM EMPLOYMENT BUT INSTEAD. I

tKPESS ITT. DEMANDS 1 T THAT WAGES RE CUT OR INtumBgR OF $IORK I NG LI:

tiOu Rs OR DAYS BE REDUCED TO THE END THAT NUMBER OF UNEMPLOYED

,W IiLL' NOT BE INCREASED DURING THE WINTER MONTHRa.
. .

.ELBA' LIONS''CLUB

TEOZ QOM Hen. 24M19i AND gomr WAY 7.C. MID MONIN IS ItY TLIVIPAPIt On (DULL.

Document 1: Western Union Telegram: Elba Lions Club, Gov. B.M. Miller,
Administrative files, SG19952, folder 20, Alabama Department of Archives and
History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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Lesson 4: Relief !

1. Background information for teachers:

After the New Deal programs began to be implemented in 1933, relief in the form of help
to supply basic necessities began to flow down to the states from the federal government.
Relief committees were set up on the county level to purchase and distribute food to the
needy. Following the principle of offering "a hand up, not a hand out," government
programs of relief concentrated on supplying only essential foods to the truly destitute.

2. Learning Objectives:

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to:

1. Compare and contrast living standards of the Great Depression era with
those of today.

2. Discuss the nutrition and health of the assisted during the Great
Depression.

3. Suggested Lesson:

1. As a class, make a list of food items that the students believe is essential
for survival.

2. Compare the list with the Relief Order for similarities and differences.

3. Ask the students if any of the foods listed need refrigeration. Why is this
an important fact?

(Remember, electricity was not widespread in Alabama during the Great
Depression. Ice was a luxury in some parts of the state so food that could be
stored long periods of time were important to survival.)

4. How could these foods have supplemented the basic food groups? Are
these healthy foods?

5. Using the grocery store ads attempt to determine the current prices of the
Relief Order.

6. Remind students of differences in wages. Some families only had $5.00
per week for living costs.
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Documents:

Document 1: Relief Order: 4/7/34, Gov. B.M. Miller, Administrative files, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep4/doc1.html



RELIEF ORDER t
SERIAL

Emerg jy Relief

Of

Id*
Addreas T

AddressTown ....
with the artieleclisted below:
QUANTITY 'DESCRIPTIO Unit 'Prices AMOUNT

N? 405545

Date 0 7 0-3

.....1.44.4.tamor

0

.....sissmn.H"

0.1,11.6.141.14

2.4-
'77;

10. 0.....*1
ballTh".15.77:"

..... 4
"

...6
and charge
Issue

Sign

)frk.
(-01-45'4

Field Worker
4114""e=i"''_Chairman of Relief Committee

RT NT
This order be s gned by party elving articles from you and one copy must
accompany r invoice in triplicate which you will bring to the Chairman of Relief at

CourtHouse, ...........6.1*,.............. IMIM.00,0...64 .414 n n Ala. Do not honor thin order
if altered or changed in any manner. Price each article listed separately. Render your
bill immediately. Retain one copy of this order for your files.

Received Above Articles (Must be signed by party receiving relief)

VOIIII*11:Aerg Mown 'ammo 00.. nowricrocre, Utie
0

Document 1: Relief Order: 4/7/34, Gov. B.M. Miller, Administrative files, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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Lesson 5: STRIKE!!!

1. Background information for teachers:

The economic dislocations of the Great Depression created fear and anxiety in Alabama's
citizens. Urban areas like Birmingham and Huntsville were especially hard hit. Heavily
dependent on industry, these cities suffered greatly when the wages and/or hours of its
citizens began to be cut back in an effort to combat the economic problems.

The severity of the economic problems prompted political groups to agitate for
fundamental changes in the economic and political systems of the nation and their
arguments found a larger audience among the increasingly desperate workers. In 1930 the
Communist Party concentrated its southern efforts in Birmingham and began organizing
and publishing a newspaper, the Southern Worker.

Labor unions and the "strike" weapon seemed to many workers the only way to gain
relief and recognition. Unions experienced an increase in membership after the passage
of Section 7(a) of the National Industrial Recovery Act which guaranteed workers the
right to organize and bargain collectively. This "legitimized" union membership in the
eyes of many Alabama workers, especially miners and textile workers, who began
responding to the efforts of union organizers.

Many Alabamians responded to the call for changes to the status quo from labor and
political organizations. Even racial and gender divisions that were so common for so long
in Alabama became blurred in the resulting confrontations between workers and
management.

IDENTIFICATIONS:

a. T.C.I.: Tennessee Coal, Iron and Railroad Company. The largest single
employer in Alabama in 1930, it was primarily involved in the production
of iron, steel and coal.

b. N.R.A.: National Recovery Administration created in 1932 by the
Roosevelt Administration to, among othwer tasks, adjust wages and hours
nationally in an attempt to keep business and industry operating.

c. U.M.W.A.: United Mine Workers of America. A union formed to assist
steel and mine workers in labor issues such as wages and safety/health.

d. I. L. D.: International Labor Defense Fund. A Communist-front
organization that agitated among coal and steel industry workers in the
city of Birmingham during the Great Depression.
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e. Scottsboro Boys: Nine African-American men convicted of the rape of
two white women on a train near Scottsboro, Ala. The case became a
symbol for the injustices of the southern legal system in the 1930s. See
http://www.afro.com/history/scott/scotts.html for more information.

2. Learning Objectives:

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to:

1. Discuss some of the fears and needs of workers in Alabama during The
Great Depression.

2. Discuss the racial and gender issues being raised.

3. Identify a strike and its participants.

4. Identify some of the issues of a labor strike.

5. Discuss some of the economic and political issues of the time period.

6. Evaluate the multiple views presented by historic documents.

3. Suggested Lesson:

1. Give each student a copy of a different document.

2. Students should use the general suggestions for analyzing a written
document found at the introduction.

3. After reading and analyzing his/her assigned document, each student
should write a statement to the press as Governor concerning the proposed
actions of the documents.

4. At the completion of this activity, give each student a copy of the letter
from J. A. Murphy and Governor Miller's response. Allow the students to
decide if they support Governor Miller or Mr. Murphy after reading the
documents.
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Documents:

Document 1: Communist Party handbills, Governor B.M. Miller, Administrative
files, SG19922, folder 18, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama. See attached and on the web at
http ://www. archives. state. al. usheacher/dep/dep5/docl. html

Document 2: The Lincoln Mills of Huntsville strike settlement records, Alabama
Department of Labor, Labor dispute case files, SG4191, Alabama Department of
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep5/doc2.htrn1

Document 3: Letter, Mr. J.A. Murphy, Governor B.M. Miller, Administrative
files, SG19922, folder 18, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at
http ://www. archives. state. al. us/teacher/dep/dep5/doc3 .html

Document 4: "Photograph of mine foreman" WPA Alabama Writers Project,
photographs, LPP 1, container 2, folder 11, Alabama Department of Archives and
History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep5/doc4.htrn1
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Workers

ANGELO HERNDON

"T is our day. Every Birmingham
worltor should consider It his proud right
and duty to join Lis fellows in Struggle
no Way Day," nays Wirt royleri rtsola
loader of the unemployed. framed up for
speaking at a demonstration fur relief
November 7,1932,

"Frani Fulton Tower Prixon,,Allareta,
Georgia, I call to the white and Negro
toilers of Birmingham to rtrmand my re-
team, to demand immediate (re...41nm far
Willie Poterann, framed up miner and
war veteran and fur the nine innocent
Scotitehoro boy& Carry an itheratroggie
for those of us who cannot be with you
la pers.na taday."-ANGELO HERNOON,
young Negro leader, says.

,

WIRT TAYLOR

7rlinera. steel and metal wurkilri,.--1,,pread the strikr. al.r4gtfle. nuttiest the bes9e9. Make MAY DAY a
hiztaric landmark of militant strenle for the hirining:tanl wee deg lanu. Rraly nl. the esti of the ILD.
which cotriet; forth to deicrid ell iltrikern and ail milliard luitert, W1151.C: or Week. Defy the terror And
Jim Crow orders of the bosses.

The 1. L. D. calls mann ynii to raise therm demands right, hcooal,h the wtadows where, Ile lynches
are trying tr. murder Wu innocent. Scottsboro Loys. We call whin:- and Negro to defy sorb a-
tempts of the roling elan to tile ranks of the toilers. Ws. Jay, unite, demonstrate limsel.her for--

1. leconediot., unoonaitioual retool.° and 9af,
e:nndicettur the nine innormnt tir.utlahuru ituyn. A-
gainst the attempts fa kill them in jail.

2. Arrest and Conviction for murder, of the po-
lice murderer,; of Ed !England, striking minor. PAy-
rnent of it:tenth/90 by the T. C. T. and the
the fumily of England and the wonnried whits: and
Negro strikers.

3. 1.-eedem for Tom Mooney, ;Willie Peterson

Wirt Taylor, Alice Burke, Angelo Herndon and air
class war priNotiwn.

4. Against All Attempts to interfere with sn'i1
deny while and Negro workers their rights'1.0.:ts-'
se ollde,- orga ;7-e, strike and picket. .

S. Agaimt Fascism in all forms. Againct.euth
hot;s orgatizatinns 219. the Whit.e.Legion and IC.

Against Bess Way. Stop the War lorktilaPit-
t agaSnat the Auviel. Union.

Every Worker To Capitol Park
20th Street and 6th Avenue

TUESDAY, MAY 1st, 5:t p.m.

Demonstra te

Join And Build The

INTER NATIONAL LABOR DEFENSE
20311/R NORTH .5th AVENUE

TOM MOONEY LEADING MILITANT LABOR SPEAKERS.

NCYPE:- -The City Commission hatc twat. furred :a VrAllt a permit, Thut..bithils Must tnru vat to asware

NO TRICKS HANDS OFT THE DEMONSTRAVONt

Document 1: Communist Party handbills, Governor B.M. Miller, Administrative
files, SG19922, folder 18, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama, page 1.
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Document 1: Communist Party handbills, Governor B.M. Miller, Administrative
files, SG19922, folder 18, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama, page 2.
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.1

NOW to the thee toifiatt. NOW ;la the' ttmeto Win higher angoe; 341 worker& ore :ethers a rittolT for the miners le u victol

fot' you! Alit the thrike for ,hlgher wagon and to sinadh the differential.

Vie 'Shathern, bora' es.'io' of- Met' ti tiruileitiem; , yapping. gdmut''Aotber "c.,"111ar ehti Ocieetsion'' to 'kOe,
e,rarlasea, anelarelL,

In 010 .tfine lei, workers to meet thin attack and defeat, it

Workers: dint be fp:AC:it PO sir months under the N. R A, code. the:Alabama Mineto were foreed to Work, for /tatt7the '1'ang....c'

Northern infanta, ?the, new rate' of .pay, $1;20 increase ,a do', Wii:;11ntrodrieed because of tho groat'"atreftgies, of the': II:drIcit, 0 -W (116

the fight. Of the Northern" operators 'against the Southern Operate:4; toofreCter profits. ''.." ' '''!''

, ', . The Nitkh;to'n'oh,n1ecla aria et4041h.:Tallittlf$,,the rmimp: or: the vtiricCra in, the other. Indostrioi):'drily ,organiaodk United?Ortillgile, VII
8.1iggil Street NIIA,.whleb- in alecady compromiSing on 'the #.1,20, tin mice 90 'wages 4:4!1-;14011 14

' differentiak "
..- . . , .

. .. ..,

'Mitch' end `the othci district officials. of the 11. of A. said out the lasts strike, and Cacretly, .agroed net to ash' for gay'Tiay:

Ortar.q, OVT'Preaeot'itlizike 'to against: .tbd agreement :shade by Mitch, which did not itichedo ooPtilAr inTheA":0 the U

end the '..TCI naluerg(here nErnek etior the beads of the diStrice lot,flelala, Miners, latch the loadershiD in . your own hands, ',','trip

golittnitters 'aces that all 'aegoidations aro. made tbrnafrfi, the central atrike committee of. elected ndhere; ;

'r ti ,unitirofOhits nod ilegr.e miners. been a. stirring , example rie how, the wOrkoro mutt
'beg.leo rirb `about '"Inmendthit racial Confilet0 'rridle wtilta and Negro ininero are en the plekeV tine tOttether.'!:944 'while ti
armed thuitaof the boesee murder a Negro, pleket;and wound a white folid14werker, with the some volley of b111)6113. Unity. flu Yt the v

The 'Miners' ,strlite Must he Won!, ...They. can win the war agehist the NRA niece,.differentebwith the iMpOort. et the uted and aid

areriterazanethe 64, iVii6iti,City,6114,i,
miners' and open fresh ittaake'oe 'all ithitithern workerco: . . 0.

: Tho'tontinunibt Party It giving leadership to the viorkera and ralping real demands, for 'them. Ttie COmmunint Party'ealli103

overy ateetSed met4;plant,,In ey,eri. are mine of ,the ,Birrainghars area, to eon meet:infra at Once; to.,eloet committed c,tt1

iotheir.minee and Mills, to build militant Steel and Metal .Worlscrs Induattlal Union, and to prePargi to ittriice all theca Plants and fo.".1

In solidarity, With their hrOthOr Miaera and, for anrimmedb:te 1minimum lenge 4ecteastr. of 20 por tent lor every °worker. EY. gpr:.,44

the 0041te to the steel table and ,Pre mince, the iroricera 1111 shav the bIRAautheritlee et their meeting ,Weshingtoir 'on Way 31

the ttivi eod0.: tkant., the workers are agalem. any pay differential: Thus this united acelon at the Same' time ,helys, to win the:

Where end: their owe ' ' '
. "

,

The COmmeriint PrniY calla' on the minors to arganito roar rnnif':nhd flit igrOups in their iper4,' and calia,,OP0b 411 OtOrkOrt`

VOTt. folldwIng :demands of thg; fighting miners:

I.
"

keep: the, mine. that till' eie 'get ibe '21.20'leercere. wed, t he 7thOur der from 'top to

,

:Dovolop rank and 111: liederehly;bj the election 'a, itrike.'commiti90. is every tecta.

3. :tire*. teagu;' ielche,tinehend bring :the ,mehitgnienco tress out.

4. ' Damsnd 1itigirCrrai,ai the, detritthlieti ;thug. und'Ontionai-Atnevds4., Deniand centletlen f or .Ouritoi ;Of ,Chief of

cash, inctemnitj, 'foe gd ,fetally the Red Diamond

0 :PVtal pay -,*04, Atilt to mr7,3012'10t:,11t0er,

A. gash', "relief Irvin avvernmerkt for 11 miners during the

7 :',For absolute reCogaition of Wel U M W.,A..

Mineral :'Steel itotkoral Working men and women,. White' one Negro) Join your ewe, Party, that fights far %Om' orsilta, at

Same time ghat it. leads the.'reroiationary. struggle to build, e SOvi'eb America., Join, the Oommurilat.0401 ::To.fime 'of of t
-worker:: .tq. celebrate' May bay...world labor day, at Capitol' Park steps TuesdaY, May let at 5 p/m.

' BY COMMUNIST rAlwrit,,,4..oc, 1813, hgiriningttia,.

. ,

Document 1: Communist Party handbills, Governor B.M. Miller, Administrative
files, SG19922, folder 18, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama, page 3.
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111100W MILS

Huntsville. Ala.

Strike Pebruary 12, 1936 to Uny 20, 1936

Number involved

Melo - 960

Louie 640

tionorandurn

%cm participating in negotiation

tpusas COMIITTBD

0. R. Seeman
V. T. Adonek
Barry T. Oven
Mollie Davi

USITND TEXTILE 'MUMS

John A. Peal. Vice President
Ralph Ow

EMILE LOCAL =ICU #1978

R. O. drove', President
Horn g. oaaa, Secretary

ARBITER

Ben. Robert B. Moore,
demmiesioner of Lotter

LINOOLD,MILLS

V' A. Darrell, President
Chao. D. MaUctfgr, Treasurer
P. W. Peeler, Superintendent

unto LABOR RELATIORS BOARD

S. R. DeOlurd, ittoactive Assistant
3. O. Cooper

SPATB /17PA1 C11.212 OP LABOR

H. 0. Hughes

Wonted - Exchange of Lottors

Expires December 311 1936.

Document 2: The Lincoln Mills of Huntsville strike settlement records, Alabama
Department of Labor, Labor dispute case files--Madison County, SG4191, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 1.
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LiDO011i MILLS

Huntsville. Alabcza

Strike rebruca7 12. 1936 . Uny20. 1936.

.

After the national Textile Strike this mill resumed operations under

a verbal agreement with the Umnagemont.

The union alleged that discrimination vas boing practiced and an attempt

wee made, for come thirty der, prior to the etrike. to negotiate a written contract

to replace the verbal egrevient under /Mob the dill one operating.

Daring thio time awellaleasmeatiag. had been hold nt the village And

among other things the preacher told hie fon:mere that it an °We to bolaog

to any union or to any organia.tion except tho church. Thio wooed amoral to ge

to the office end requoot that no ihrthor union duo be deducted free their pay.

with thin additional-TH(4ton and the inability of the committee to

negotiation the contract. a otriko sous called Sobroary 12, 1936.

The enaction. of relief became mato and War, Department attempted to

get relief from the Department of Public Dolfare bat wore only partially ouccescfal.

Additional friction developed ben charges of dynamite were exploded

near the mill and immoral hundroduindovo were broken daring a thunderatorm an

March 19, 1936.

On U 23.1936. en underntanding was reached botvoon John A. Peel,

third. vice president United Textile Darker° and Ur. Chao. D. Uophfflo, Treasurer

of the Liman Mille, settling the strike. An exehange of lettere outlined the

terno of cottlement which included reinstatement of all camera except one Elias

Darren mhoce cane wan to be decided by arbitration.

Both widen screed upon the selection of Bonorable Robert EL Uoore,

Oommiaeionor of Labor.

Thio responsibility was accepted by tlr. Door*. mho after receipt of

several affidavit° end a poraonal investigation in Buntovillo. during which ties

other witnoscos were heard, rendered a decision uhieh ran forwarded to interested

parties June 29. 1936.

Document 2: The Lincoln Mills of Huntsville strike settlement records, Alabama
Department of Labor, Labor dispute case files--Madison County, SG4191, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 2.
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'Food

Latour muir,s

Huntsville, Alabama

P95.680.00.

Duration of strike 14 weeks

Number of employees 1,600

Average wage $13.20 par weak

1,600 x 14 weeks 22,400 man weeks

22,400 x $13.20 $295.680.00 loss in wages

Naming our peroontagoa on a enrvey by the United

theta, Department of Labor begun in fell of 1934

in Birmingham, as to the usual division of wages

of earner° in the lower paid brnoketo wo estimate

this amannt would have been spent in about the

followiag manner.

Olothing Housing Housing equipment
operation and
necessary expenses

30.6% 11.3%

$90.478.08 $33,411.84

12.5%

$36.960.00

This io the approximate loss to thrmerchants and

others in the Huntevillo diotriot: in addition are

the looses from company parchases on which no

figure() are available.

Document 2: The Lincoln Mills of Huntsville strike settlement records, Alabama
Department of Labor, Labor dispute case files--Madison County, SG4191, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 3.

32
39

BEST COPY AVAILABLE



b, 11

Air 11.)1(1;',

.." .
I

,.tr . ,si,.. 0'.., 4![!'r
1 '.ii

',..' ' " ''ll' 'qt. r I. ° '?..'' ''. ,.,4: 11 11 I

-44, ti''''4'''''':',",7,4:4P1 ,' 1-','',,ft :11r.:-i'; '''' L'IA
Ital. - '1' 1,

. 1

'
. ..

...''11 1

, 11". I., :',.'' 7'.1"7 .
''''' .1.1.. ! , '4)1111. .. !I, ri 4

"14 itY2.4:1 .-.!- '
.. ..1.

:;1..1{.14', '.4.i 6.1 .. i'.
. . . . . 4, . !I,....1, ..

o;i2,,,._,111.-.74.',.:79.',
1.1,.4,,..---,r,:11.,-,

, 7i,11:te'l'Ill!''''3'
,,,,) y:, 1., 1.,

.!...,..,,

try.4.-v-re
t.,

' ,..

,,II IIIi,,III'1':r, ,vt-,
v..i. ,.
4, ,,,'" '..,,, .....,; ill,

, .....,,,,_k-..,.,_4-_, 4L'-;--,-;,-;,r r=
.....'r '.

J
1 .,,,,:,,:,,.

s', l''',. 1.1r,41-' ii; P. ,,ei);

1.1:6'1-4:: '.
:', ':14'4,17:;'.

.."i.'1,1:1

,..r.r.:._..' .,,,',...,.:-/-,..er)'...lo. ;6,,,:4:,4,..?i

i';') '.";;. lit, it , ,,' '. '.'' '',!/re)''''''''1!1

.. `17.i,..La.'-'xr,7'..:1; 1' -.'s CP ''

.7.:';.4L,-`cf sr
s, ,-:- 1-, ..,k. '')3,','.,?), .. 6

4. ::,1-.1.::

'-'-'1 '..---sliu-47.--,-, ;,t.-

.'olctic'.#1

111

''Al

".. / I:44,

. 11.51.

,tir:.-.

-'';::.1::1(711.,,'''''

. :"... .,-,4
1;7-$ .. 1 . , ,iitiv lifi)1

rf
),,,07,..,! l 1 ':if ;:!:..41'''

, .. ,.

i,

'

,,:, ,c,,,,,,,,," : ;'b;ar-.7,-"r.':-.--7,;-:::4:''..%
0

Iiiffil-,

,

111 41: "N
,i1

33 40
BEST COPY AVAILABLE



'V' I
I I 6.7

"11: 11,,

e-

'411, X.',q)

.
1, 4.. . ..

et'

:1141V1P'i A
'it n "t4

;.,
.,,o,, ,..),'

N-.0'-. -?--:-jt- 0.........,:,.,;fr'
,Ili

5r7i11l.., '' ' .
,,,,,t,0 u -o

.

; ,A.-4,-(1.47-2z,*

Iry +t , .'' r °
,1 ."'P . . n ri,i" "

' t., 7v-)' ., il i' -';'- . , : -r,,-, t
VU d' 91 -,4j,,., t.4'4''

,,..i.:_i 'l,..... 1 :'.; .',,, ,-...,,'''
.,

' ,./. I 4 7:$!'-4,. 1,
&" '' , 4 -;..1;') ?i!,-' 'A

,T.',..- -- , ,

^11r.,
RBI

. ,

ft' ,, . 01,,,IL1
',7x,,:,,,u

,1r Xr,--''P ' iV ''''J'.7'e',:l. r.,....... ,,,,--:..-tr- " r* ,3 4 77 j:rj-,.4,,, ,,'1.,,,6,-' 6'..1:.

"'

,i,J""1)

1:"'s." bli:
0 ' ' rt-,., 1.,',4

jar" ,,.F: i 11i-4

qllf b 1

/1"-,,- i 4 '' 1''9
.L.,- , '', -....41:1 r",. L;* 1.,,

,'4 f , & o % 11, **1!,*, .' .'*,1;

', ,' '.*.1
b )1.,,,,..0 ....., , 17.,..

34 41 BEST COPY AVAILABLE



U, 1t,".

Document 3: Letter- Mr. J.A. Murphy, Governor B.M. Miller, Administrative files,
SG19922, folder 18, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama, page 3.
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Document 3: Letter- Mr. J.A. Murphy, Governor B.M. Miller, Administrative files,
SG19922, folder 18, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama, page 4.
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Document 4: "Photograph of mine foreman" WPA Alabama Writers Project,
photographs, LPP 1, container 2, folder 11, Alabama Department of Archives and
History, Montgomery, Alabama.



Lesson 6: Spelling "Help" in a New Way

1. Background information for teachers:

The New Deal of President Franklin D. Roosevelt created a host of new federal agencies
popularly known as "alphabet" agencies because they were referred to by their initials.
Charged with a variety of tasks intended to offer economic relief, recovery, and reform, a
handful of these agencies were created to put people to work on public projects. Young
people were especially targeted in an effort to provide employment and job training while
improving American communities.

IDENTIFICATIONS:

a. CCC: Civilian Conservation Corps. Created by Congress March 31, 1933
under the Unemployment Relief Act to employ young men to work in
reforestation and wildlife restoration projects.

b. CWA: Civil Works Administration. Created in November 1933 to provide
emergency jobs for 4 million unemployed Americans through the winter.
Subsequently taken in under the WPA.

c. WPA: Works Progress Administration. Created by federal executive order
in May 1934 to employ people on public works projects ranging from road
and building construction to historical resource inventories.

2. Learning Objectives:

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to:

1. Identify the purposes of the CCC, the CWA and the WPA

2. Discuss the economic and civic significance of the CCC, the CWA and the
WPA.

3. Discuss some of the long-term effects of the New Deal programs in
Alabama.

3. Suggested Lesson:

1. Make a copy of the newspaper articles and photographs for each student.
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2. After reading and evaluating the Documents, ask the students to describe
the CCC, the CWA and the WPA and some of their community projects.
Remind students to look for similarities and differences between the
activities of the employment organizations.

3. As a class, list the contributions of the CCC, the CWA and the WPA.

4. After completing the list, ask the students to identify any parks or
structures, etc. that still exist. Also, ask the students the reasons for the rat
eradication project.

5. Remind the students that a good portion of our state's early archeological
history and research came from the efforts of the national relief programs.

6. As a bonus, ask the students to find out if there are any local structures
that came from the New Deal era. (Remember the impact of the TVA
upon rural electrification in the northern portion of Alabama. Also,
encourage students to interview great-grandparents who might have taken
part in the New Deal programs.)

Documents:

Document 1: "CCC Boys to Explore for Moundville Relics," ADAH Public
Information Subject Files, SG6949, folder 410, Alabama Department of Archives
and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/docl.html

Document 2: "State to Obtain New CCC Camp," ADAH Public Information
Subject Files, SG6949, folder 410, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doclb.html

Document 3: "CCC Will Take In 100,000 More Youths, And They'll Be Like
This," ADAH Public Information Subject Files, SG6949, folder 410, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the
web at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doc1c.html

Document 4: "$243,017 WPA Fund Approved for State," ADAH Public
Information Subject Files, SG6994, folder 1706, Alabama Department of
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doc1 d.html

Document 5: "WPA Hikes Pay In South $5 A Month," ADAH Public
Information Subject Files, SG6994, folder 1706, Alabama Department of



Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doc1 e.html

Document 6: "1,500,000 Rats Killed By WPA," ADAH Public Information
Subject Files, SG6994, folder 1706, Alabama Department of Archives and
History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at
http ://www. archives. state. al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/do cl f.html

Document 7: "State Progresses 50 Years in 41 Months of WPA Work," ADAH
Public Information Subject Files, SG6994, folder 1706, Alabama Department of
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at
http ://www. archive s. state. al.us/teacher/dep/dep 6/docl g.html

Document 8: "Huntsville High School Athletic Field," Civil Works
Administration Photographs, 1933-1934, Safety and Compensation Department- -
Madison County, LPP 5, box 7, folder 2, Alabama Department of Archives and
History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doclh.html

Document 9: "Rodent Control--Geneva County," Civil Works Administration
Photographs, 1933-1934, Safety and Compensation Department, Geneva County,
LPP5, box 5, folder 12, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doc1 i.htrn1

Document 10: "Rodent Control--Geneva County," Civil Works Administration
Photographs, 1933-1934, Safety and Compensation Department, LPP5, box 5,
folder 12, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doclj.html

Document 11: "C.W.A. Transit ProjectColbert County," Civil Works
Administration Photographs, 1933-1934, Safety and Compensation Department,
LPP5, box 4, folder 8, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doclk.html

Document 12: "Road Construction in Colbert County," Civil Works
Administration Photographs, 1933-1934, Safety and Compensation Department,
LPP5, box 4, folder 8, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/docll.html

Document 13: "Bridge Over Spring Creek--Colbert County," Civil Works
Administration Photographs, 1933-1934, Safety and Compensation Department,
LPP5, box 4, folder 8, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at



http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doc1 m.html

Document 14: "Fairfax Sewer," Civil Works Administration Photographs, 1933-
1934, Safety and Compensation Department, Chambers County, LPP5, box 3,
folder 13, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
Attached and at http ://www. archives. state. al .us/teacher/dep/dep6/docln.html

Document 15: "Archaeological Survey," Civil Works Administration
Photographs, 1933-1934, Safety and Compensation Department, Madison
County, LPP5, box 7, folder 2, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doc1 o.html

Document 16: "Library--Bay Minette," Civil Works Administration Photographs,
1933-1934, Safety and Compensation Department, Baldwin County, LPP5, box 3,
folder 6, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/dep/dep6/doc1p.html
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Document 1: Newspaper articles and photographs, ADAM Public Information
Subject Files, SG6949, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama.
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BIRMINGHAM NEWS
4-3-1939

STATE TO OBTAIN
NEW 000 CAMP

Cheaha Park Unit *Slated;
Others Reestablished,

WASHINGTON (/P} The Civil-
ian Conservation Corps announced
Saturday 27 camps would be oper-
ated in Alabama during the thir-
teenth enrollment period beginning
Saturday.

The projects, said 'Director Rob-
bert Fechner, will employ about
5,400 enrollees.

A new camp will be established
in Cheaha State Park, Munford.
Camps will be.reestabhshed at Tal-
ladega National Forest, at Uriah,
and at 'Citronelle. Fecbrier ordered
camps closed at Talladega (one lo-
cation), Chunchula and Planters-
vine.

Alabama's 27 camps for the thir-
teenth period will be located at or
in the vicinity of:

Double Springs, Heflin, Andalu-
sia, Munford (2), Chapman, Vred-
enburgh, Uriah, Athens, Huntsville
(2), 'Scottsboro, Wilson Dam, Dade-
yille, Carrollton, Greensboro, Clan-
ton, Alexandria, Auburn (2),
Greenville: Linden, Ashland, Fort
Payne, Foley, Citronelle, Mound-
vine and Munford.

Document 2: Newspaper articles and photographs, ADAH Public Information
Subject Files, SG6949, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama.
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ALABAMA JOURNAL
3-31-1939

CCC Will Take In 100,000 More
Youths, And They'll Be Like This

BY EDDY GILMORE elay4and do no work. This Simmer
WASHINGTON f00- From Boast 1 Thousands of them will play base»

to coast the Civilian Conservation ii ball. and some eventually will get
Jobs blaying ball for money.

About SAM of the boys will learist
to read and write, hundreds will
finish

will
school work. and a

few will receive college diplomas.
A few won't be able to "take it" and
will "desert."

Some of the boys will get richI'

Corps began enrolling 100,000 more
'American youths today.

By Apr4 20 the c s' strength'
will be about atiti,,fi fiii. fieials say
they will get some strange fellows.
hut, the average wizl, be a boy about
like this:

-1.;Ightee to 19 ynars .okl.
Oa of work for seven mohths , comparatively. Last December 27,,
The breadwinner for foto? per 834 (CC: bays bad a total deposit

sons book home, who will .oe ,-;.,hci of $2,851,1133 with the government."
,

1$25 cver'y month. r Whc::tv Hwy are mustered out of
j He Prob011Y" will Mme irom ii_'! ..ervicv th,cy get the money.
rural area, hut most fil tilt( 1? ri 'jl Hundretb, of the boys will learn
rolios won be form ho).,'.. fl trades or vacations and get yobs and

111rcep" will cot the gowritirtient a , settle down in corrtmtuntic&-
little less than $10(1 a year... a In s.x years the CCC boys have

A lot will harpcn to the e»rpliees, I planted 1.800,000,it trees and have
S'omo will get .1.,:illy.4euief.A., .'.,5tottle, win. saved millions of others through

(al; ill Lave, Fjorne wim-get. mol.;;04, the C,,';P.fighting. They have eon-
About 44;1101) 'will have one cr t.,,:,o stcacted 4006 fire towers and 13204
teeth Wiled. Plile,, of rOad, Officials say

CO we next Thank*iving, ti_,ey"ili amyl. Aeep ova doing. this sort 04
cat 50 kim: of turkey, itayo, ,a holl,... i work,

Document 3: Newspaper articles and photographs, ADAH Public Information
Subject Files, SG6949, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama.
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ALABAMA. JOURNAL 11/14/37

243,017 WPA Fund
Approved for State

Routine Completed
for Relief Work

in Alabama
Governor Bibb Graves' offices

announced Tuesday U. S. comp-
troller approval of $243,017 in
new works progress administra-
tion projects. While comptroller
approval completes routine for
projects, they still are subject to
work orders from A, P. Morgan.
Jr., state WPA administrator, who
may approve or reject any of
Ahem, The pr6jecta follow:

Montgomery countyEmploy
needy professional and education-
al persons to assist in aumraariz-

, ing data for recreational program
$13,404,

MontgomeryImprove Hall
and Cloverdale Park streets and
alley from Tallapoosa to Water
streets, $22,412.

MobileProvide employment
In furnishing free home assis-
tance, $13,435; county-wide proj-
ect for preparation of school
lunches, $14,430.

Henry countyProvide em-
ployment in furnishing free home
assistance, $2,818.

r-scambia county Provide
sewing room employment at
Brewton, $8,961.

Walker countyProvide sew-
ing room employment, $98,622;
Cordova street improvements,
$19,042.

Winston countyProvide sew-
ing room employment, $9,074.

Marengo countyImprove De-
mopolis streets, $2,818.

Choctaw countyAdditions to
Cherokee schools, $6,876.

Russell county -- Phenix City
sewing room, $12,831.

Document 4: Newspaper articles and photographs, ADAH Public Information
Subject Files, SG6949, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama.
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l' Comparative nienth wfuse aCales ..,i e ! Alabama, Mumma, Florida, Gear-W announced for the vs Statm:

sgia, Loubiana, allasissippi, South
i Carolina, Tennessee, Testae old Mlle;
821 to 835 for unakilled up to 843 to
$79 for

new aitii« $28 to,,, 440 'for
prote:alanal - and technical'

unskilled, nb change in other sehed-
Wes.

The aniuninceinent mid the ached -ii
ales for, any county- would be based'',
on the 1830 population of the large..
at rriuniiipality in the county in
accordance with the wage tideless for

icities.

Pay In South
$5 A Month
Increase, For Unskilled

Workers Only, Affects
35,880 In This State

President's Orders'
Payroll In Montgomery To

Rise $1,500;* Henderson
la. Elated By New Scale
WASHINOTON, June Via-4M

The Works Progress Administration
ordered today. pay increases averaging
about five dollars a month for all
WPA workers in 13 States, mainly in
the South.

The WPA*, estimated that 500.000
'In the lowest wage brackets would
benefit.

$179,400 A Month
More F,70 Alabomo

Increase by an average of 85 per
month in the pay of WPA workers
in, the lowest wage braokets, ordered,.
into effect in Alabama and .12 other
States yesterday by Administrator
Harry L. Hopkins. at the direction of
the President. will mean, that work-
era in these cla.ssifications in Ala-
bama will receive 'a total of $170,
400 more a month than they are get-
ting now, according to Stater WPA Di-
rector W: O. Henderson,

Mr. Henderson said there. were
48,000 workers on WPA toile in this
State, and of this number 78 per
cent were in the lowest pay. brackets:.
There are, therefore: 35,880 of thele
low pay workers, who will, 'receive
the $5 increase,, the rest of the 48.000
being skilled workmen and techniz
clans, whose wage acale remains , the

ornery, he saidithe per-Making. the announcement, Admin. : cenlittagMeGnotfg the 2,000 on WPA rolls,islrator Harry L. Hopkina said ; in the city and county inchided in..The new minimum wage rates ', the loaf pay. classtficatknis was slight-
ere
created for these half-million work- ii_y lower than that for the, State as a

, receiving the lowest Monthly ao; I Whole,' or about 75., per cent Eves ,, curity wages, while still inadequate,,. with this*, difference in peosentage."in my, judgMent. give these people . however, the :inaretuie here will besomething nearer to en income which 1.500 a month,
will assure e minimum standard of have been very hopeful oflivid

at the getting this increase, for 'those in
d...,

The inereeie was --- the low,pay brackels,".Mr. Hendersonirection of Preaident Rooriev'elt, an. said, Pea we have felt,the amount of;nOtuicement said. 'Compensation they are and have been'The Stites are North Cardinal treceiving to 'not adequate. Ism de-
lightedOarollaa, Virginia. KentuckY. !receivingthat it has at last come ,,.Plorida, Arkansaito Alabama, '01e

Louisiana, Tenneasee. erg* 'through. It will be of tremendous
'Texas and 'Oklahoma. Miin--inal---pnit 'benefit to them and to the State..

Hopkins said the new scale weave man who has enough,ta eat and ,
that no WPA worker Would receive 'R adequately sheltered and clothed

does a better job of work no matter'tier's 'than a dollar a day in may re- what that work may be."eon. , . ,_ It is his judgment that People re-' We have felt for, some time." u° siding in rural conuminities have fi-liaid, '!that our security wages in ter- natty realized that WPA workers in
'on a standard of living below the lea-
eta of health and decency and did not receiving enough pay to meet their

thin areas of the country were based We low -pay classifications, are not

needs, and nught to get. more; andbear sufficient yealistic relationship
l,to the actual cost of living.% that they will be glad the increase',

in the seine announcement. Hop-, inhesgebtiedecitid.mdneTist beTheneves,adlrmi group

kids said that monthly earnings of In this. feeling of satisfaction.professional. and ,technical workers
t Mr. Henderson left last night fortin the higher WPA, bracketa woutti

be limited to 894 in the northern , New °Ileline' to attend a meeting
there of State WPA Administrators

1

and wester
rn

n areas, with the eaception for Region Three, He expected toof New York City., Because of theJ
higher cost of livIng,--

of ---i I be back In his office here Wednes-Hopkins said,. day..
the rate for New York would be
898d70

Document 5: Newspaper articles and photographs, ADAH Public Information
Subject Files, SG6949, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama.
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i 500,000 Rats
Killed By WPA

WPA workers employed on, endemic
tYPhus fever control projects in vari-
ous parts of Alabama under the
supervision of health authorities killed.
More than a million and a half rats
lost year. Dr. J. N. Baker, State
health officer, said a staff member
estimated that if the .rats were laid
nose to tail they would reach from
Montgomery to New Orleans.

Jefferson County projects resulted
in the killing of 850,011 -rats, or an
aVerage of approximately 1.6 rat for
every resident of the county. Mont-
gomery County's total of 443,274 -rats
killed during the year represented an
average of slightly more than four
rats 'Per resident. The other 251,610
rats were killed in projects in other
'counties.

Endemic typhus fever experts esti-
mate that, for the United States as a
whole, there are two rats for every
resident, but Alabama health work-
ers' estimate that the ratio in this
'Ate is higher than that especially

lie urban areas.

Document 6: Newspaper articles and photographs, ADAH Public Information
Subject Files, SG6949, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama.
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State Progresses 50 Years
In &Months Of WPA, Work

y BILLY 8111ITH fere they could not write their names.,,
Sweeter, Intownation Service. WrA One elderly farmer when arced haw!,

Of Alabama . he felt after being taught to read,
Although the Works Progress Ad- and write. replied 'Well, I ain't cheat- .,

minbtration has borne the brunt of able now." The sewing rooms operated
much misinformed criticlarn from the by funds from the WPA and employ-
public, one OuiSiandirig citizen of Ala- tag women who have nn other source
bans& has said "Alabama has pro- of Income. have made more than two
greased nearly half a century tn ad- million garments for needy elients of
vastee of what the State could have the Public Welfare Departenzat.
done far Itself by Itself and without Clties and towns In Alabama now
1Xterel aid through the Works have gag new publk, buntlines from
Prcmc Administration.'

The WPA has operated In Alabama the Work Program. these build -The nome she city governments,for alle,htly more than 41 months and fire department and many serve asduring that period of time has brought
the State to a point second from the libraries, community centers and for

other purposes worth a great dealtop in the nation In the number of to the residents of the communitiesmiles of newly paved highways. The where they are located.sixty odd thousand employes of the
WPA in Alabama with the aid and The people 'redoing Within tlia
cooperation of forward looking public limits of the citlea and Vixens in Ala-
°twist.% have played an important barna are not the only onsa by far
part in pushing the State of Alabama who have benefited through the pro-
to the front ranks in stamping 00 groin of the _........_WPA. Over 7,600 miles
illiteracy. rebuilding and paving roads of form -to- market roads have bees1+
and streets, erecting permanent pub- ' paveti, gravelled. 'widened and other.
Ile bullditiga and airports, bringing 'f, wtse improved thereby bringing thedreaded malaria under control and farmer and his family out of the mud'
plating clothing on the backs of thou- and mire when ehety leave their farm
sands of men, women and :children. carrying their products to the ma&etsThere are many other phases of the and making Gt comfortable, as itork Program under the WPA Which should be, for the future citizens of (,I
Lave aided in .placing Alabama IA the State on their treks to school.;ears ahead in the short period of This number of miles of farm-to-41 months. 4 ,market roads Is sufficient to reach ',

600 Teachers Employed twice ems= the continent ft placedFor instance, In Alabama, the In one line,
Works Program Administration is ens- 1 The bridges built with WPA as-

Wing approximately 600 needy '!istance In Alabama if placed end toteachers 1n adult schools in towns, , end, would be approximately ten milescities and rural communities Where in length. It Is pomible that the ,more than 12,000 adults have been people of Alabama do not realize just,taught to read and write when be- ,what the WPA has meant to thelr
- 'State, even though almost dally they

have the pleasure of enjoying the
comfort of rrnoath streets and road-
nays, better lighting of etreets. pub- i
lic parks and community centers and
many other itema.

Public Health tenet*.
Health es:matt-toffs In Alabama have

advaneed alinsbt as .far In the past
..I three yearn ranee the Inception of the 1

WPA program as have other condi- ,
1 Hons. and k large portion of the Ins-
(provemcnt work done ahem them lineaA

.,,i' 4:', r 'tnrough WPA assistance Is not vt.s4
ible to the eye. Per Instance, many 1,
miles of sanitary sewers have been
bid, awtunps have been drained and k
elm cleaned of their unsightly and
unhealthful sections where disrate

, V , germs may have thrived.
Nurses In the employ of the WPA

have done ranch through visit and
!. Lk). ...,i 1 , ';',..,

health officem and In operating
examinations. In assisting county

clinics where persons financially tan-
1, 7.-. able to secure treatment or vaccine-

Wass were well caved for. Such work
cannot be valued In dollars and cents,' but more In the number of lives saved
and the amount of suffering avoided
by persona who might, without this

ti- '.. (.. help, be bedridden wills disease. Over
ens million prams in Alabama have ,
been immunized against eenunembabis ,

. r ' ',...! i..: dlr2arm
The malaria coat-rot projects over

the Stet() coat money. It IS eateo but, '

who ran estimate In dollars and cents,
what this Is worth to a community'
that had been /Oaring under the ,
dreaded malaria?

School Buildings
Alabama has been the beneftelary I

of a great program of lesprovementi
°lona educational lines through the
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;WPA pragrara of thin:wag to? ii,,,e's'i L',

'tas well as intare rx,ctis. Atrowt (Me ti;.
r' haul buildings t-r Ale 53:a1553:a15 Eac4Na

bem retsateal and Improves'. Over '

'fifty new school building! have been}
built and iT!ilaecd time builtlinsi
thot errs: arcra-i.d 61LA".gted a3cl
unsafe es we'll as being In z.w1 paws ,

condition as to be haeartious to 2lieri
heaith of the pupils. And, over tWenl;
ty additions to school bulldinge have ; .g
been built thereby taking care of a s'
grant need In many ecenrnunitie9 11
where the population has Inermed
necessitating mere school room space,.

The Blind Benefits
Thee rwhient4 of Alabama who are '

not so fortunate as to time the hiF--s- ,
logs of eyesight will no doubt re- ,

member the efforts of educators, in-
terested penons and the WPA In their I
behalf for the remainder of their i
lives. A. project under the program
has been translating hundreds or ;

worthwhile boWi and various educe-
tlonal and intereslng literature tntW'
tirwrimailleyfoovvr the bliunidtuart. havej,

been taught to rued Braille ha- An
vIliteh have been manufactured right
here in Alabama by the WPA and ,
will be in use for Many years to come

E-----bysightless peons who in turn may
... , -

be able to teach other blind pers*As
;to fend with their fingers touching
the Brained literature. ,

National 'Defense
. Alabama has a high ranking posi-

1,

;Lion when It comes to being spottrii
1with armorle$ and airports. Beat* 1

tered over Stato in strategic points ;
are forty well-built armories, erectell

L

'tinder the Work's Program, and air-
,

; porta or emergency landing fields .spot
the State.

To say that Alabamt has pm*
,rts..ssed fifty skean in 41 month* i
!ahead of what It could have done It- '
'self alone, may be putting it mildly,

,,ISuch a mat program as that which
i been and is IrIng handled in AEa-
barna by the Worha Progress Admin., !istmtlon, is difficult for the man onthe Ora to understand because he

JiwOU1d not know how much benefit
lthis State all derive from this pw-
uent improved for him.

'pelf

gram in the yra to come-- parma-
,

'pelf and the senerationa to come.
1

rt"
6:414di

141Pterit; Alitb;'4ma-Cf 1.114FOrir.

Document 7: Newspaper articles and photographs, ADAH Public Information
Subject Files, SG6949, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama.
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c'rry tIC1101, :t

Huntsville High School Athletic Field

Document 8: Civil Works Administration Photograph, 1933-1934, Safety and
Compensation Department. Madison County, LPP 5, box 7, folder 2, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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Rodent Control, Geneva County

Document 9: Civil Works Administration Photographs, 1933-1934 Safety and
Compensation Department, Geneva County, LPP5, box 5, folder 12, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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Rodent Control, Geneva County

Document 10: Civil Works Administration Photographs, 1933-1934 Safety and
Compensation Department, Geneva County, LPP5, box 5, folder 12, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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Road Construction in Colbert County

Document 12: Civil Works Administration Photographs, 1933-1934 Safety and
Compensation Department, Colbert County, LPP5, box 4, folder 8, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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.1

Bridge Over Spring Creek - S.E. District - Colbert County

Document 13: Civil Works Administration Photographs, 1933-1934 Safety and
Compensation Department, Colbert County, LPP5, box 4, folder 8, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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Fairfax Sewer

Document 14: Civil Works Administration Photographs, 1933-1934 Safety and
Compensation Department, Chambers County, LPP5, box 3, folder 13, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.



Archaeological Survey

Document 15: Civil Works Administration Photographs, 1933-1934 Safety and
Compensation Department, Madison County, LPP5, box 7, folder 2, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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Library, Bay Minette

Document 16: Civil Works Administration Photographs, 1933-1934 Safety and
Compensation Department, Baldwin County, LPP5, box 3, folder 6, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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